Peoples

Over 350 million peaple five in the Middle East. The Middle East (see potlitical man), for the purposes
of this module, includes the states of
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Itis _:._ﬁonm:w ta note that at this time there Is no state of Palestine—only territories (the Gaza Strip
M:m_:vo.n_o:m of the West Bank) within the Middle East that are controlled by the Palestinian Naticnal
uthority. ,

The peoples of the Middle East can be differentiated on the basis of their ethnicity, religion, and
national identity. .
Ethnicity

Arabs constitule the majority ethnic group in all of the Middle East states except Iran, [srael, and
Turkey (see political ma

Originally, the term "Arab” referred to the peoples that inhabited the northern and central portions of
the Arabian Peninsula. Following the spread of various Arah-lslamic empires throughout the Middle
East and info Europe and south Asia (see History), the term "Arab" has come to be synonymaus with
those who speak Arabic. Presently, about 80% of the total population in the Middle East speak Arabic
and consider themselves to be an Arab.

In addition to Arabs, there are a number of other ethnic groups in the Middle East. The chart below
lists 54 mﬁmﬂmm in the Middle East that do not have an Arab majarity, the ethnic group that makes up
the majority, and the percent of the population each ethnic group has within its particular state.
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Another significant ethnic group would be the Kurds, who exist as a minority popuiation distributed
throughout irag, Syria, Iran, and Turkey.

Religion

in addition fo ethnicity, the peoples of the Middle East are differentiated by their religion. Most of the
people in the Middle East praciice }slam. They are referred to as Mustims, 1slam is the dominant
refigion in all of the Middle Eastern states except Israel and Palestinian areas.

According to the list of states, the Middle East is almost uniformiy populated by Muslims. Ios__me_mq..
this apparent uniformity of religion masks a number of important distinctions. For instance, there are a
numbar of different sects within Islam. Most people in the Middie East belong to the Sunni sect of
tslam,

Another sect, Shilte or Shia Islam, is the majority refigion in Iran, Lebanon, rag and Bahrain, There
are also Shiite minovities in Lebanon, Kuwalt, and Yemen.

Other smailer sacte also exist within 1slam. These sects include, amang others, the Alawles, the
Druze, the Ihadis, the Ismailis, the Shafis, and various Sufi orders.

islam is practiced in ather countries besides the Middle Eastern states listed above. Over the
centurles 1slam spread far and wide, through Asla and Afrlca, and even to parts of Europe. This
spreading of lslam has resulted in Islam becoming the dominant religion in non-Middle Eastern states
such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Mailaysia, and Indonesia. There are also large numbers
of Muslims in the Philippines, China, the former Yugoslavia, Ethiopia, Nigeria, parts of Europe, and
even the United States. In fact, more Muslims live outside the Middle East than within.

In addition to |slam, other religions are practiced in the Middle East, For example, in Israel 82% of the
population are Jews who practice Judaismn. lsrael the only state in the Middle East where Istam is not
the majority faith. Christianity is also practiced in the region, especially in such states as Lebanon,
Egypt, and lsrasl.

National ldenfity

The peoples of the Middle East are differentiated by their nationat identity (such as people who live In
Syria are Syrian, people who live in fran are Iranian, elc.). While ethnic and religious idenfitios are
important in the Middle East, people often have a strong sense of nationalism (a strong attachment to
the state) that is connected fo their national Identity. These individuals often place more emphasis on
their country of origin than their ethnic or religious backgreund.




Name: Guided Notes _ Period:

Peoples
Number of people living in the Middle East

s there currently a state of Palestine? Explain:

The peoples of the Middle East can be differentiated on

Ethnicity :
What is the major ethnic group in the Middle East?

Presently, about % of the total population in the Middle East speak Arabic and
consider themselves to be an . -

In addition to Arabs, there are a number of other ethnic groups in the Middie East. The chart below
lists the states in the Middle East that do not have an Arab majority, the ethnic group that makes up
the majority, and the percent of the population each ethnic group has within its particular state.

In what countries is an ethnic group other than Arap___tt__xgmajority? Fill in {he blanks below:

Another significant ethnic group would be the Kurds, who exist as a minority population distributed
throughout:

Religion :
Most of the people in the Middle East practice

referred to as Muslims. Islam is the dominant religion in all of the Middle Eastern states except [srael
and Palestinian areas.

Most people in the Middle East belong to which sect of Islam?

In addition to Istam, other religions are practiced in the Middle East. For example, in Israel %
of the popuiation are who practice

!



